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     Those who know me well are aware that I have to work hard on my organ playing as that instrument was not my first 
instrument of study in college. As a voice major, my piano training was only what was required to be a competent choral 
music teacher and my organ instruction was elective in nature.  Now that I have morphed into my second career, I work 
hard to find the time to practice. 
    According the NPM Workbook; Job Description, Contracts and Salary, (revised edition by Virgil Funk, (1996)) 
serious organists practice two hour per day. The suggestion is made that it takes one hour per day just to prepare for the 
basic hymns, depending on the skill development of the musician in question.  This time does not even include 
preparation of a choral anthem where you need to be so sure of the notes so you can conduct the piece as well!  For 
cantors, the NPM workbook states that a serious singer has to practice every day to maintain muscle control. These 
guidelines offer the non-musician a way of understanding what is needed for Òmaintenance of standards.Ó  For those of 
our membership who work full time and whose church music ministry is secondary, it is certainly understood that this 
time commitment is unrealistic. However, for those of you are work half or full time for the church, your pastor needs 
to be aware of the time needed to do the job. 
     The American Guild of Organists has several suggestion in its booklet: Guidelines for the Work and Compensation of 
the Church Musician.(2009) The AGO says:   Òat all levels of training and ability, there are church musicians who spend a 
great amount of  time and effort in maintaining skills and knowledge in their field and  some who spend a minimum 
amount of time at this.Ó  The organization has a work sheet for calculating church musicians salaries with one category 
for Òmaintenance of technique and repertoireÓ where one can assign the necessary number of hours to accomplish this 
criteria. 
     In my own situation I plan the liturgies at home, and practice at a nearby church so that I do not have to drive so far to 
my church of employment (and to experience a pipe organ). However, I read in the Archdiocese of Chicago website that 
church employees are not entitled to work at home. I wonder if I did all my work at church, where the planning, 
practicing and management of music volunteers were completed on siteÉ.perhaps that visibility would work in my 
favor. 
 
Bill Fay 
Director, CMG 
musicman08@verizon.net 



 Lorem Ipsum 

Spotlight on Board Member: 

Lisa Gortzig 
 
Our newest officer, Lisa Gortzig, is serving as the board secretary. She 
has had a varied career in music ministry for 42 years. 
 
She began at age 16 singing at St Francis Church in Lovejoy at the 
suggestion of her mother. Although she has a bachelor's degree in 
business, her success has been found in parish work particularly singing 
at funerals. She says that she inherited her voice from her Italian 
grandmother, who studied with Caruso's voice teacher in Italy. 
 
Organ study was accomplished under the direction of Jane Litt who 
played at the West Seneca Ebenezer United Church of Christ.  Lisa 
remembers that Litt payed her $5 to sing at a service at the West 
Seneca church. 
 
Highlights of her career include 20 years at Saint Martin's in South 
Buffalo, 6 years at St Bernard's, and 16 years at Saint Gabriel's in Elma.  
Concurrent with her musical activities, Lisa married and has two adult 
sons, Jason and Michael. 
 
Thank you, Lisa, for your contribution to music ministry in the diocese 
of Buffalo. 
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Experience Catholic Renewal and Revival in Christ 

St. Martin of Tours, 1140 Abbott Rd, Buffalo, will host a retreat Monday, 
May 16 and Tuesday, May 17, 2016 from 7-8:30pm.  Mark your calendar for 
two inspirational evenings with Christian Music legend, best-selling author, 
community founder and host of The Church Channel's weekly TV show "All 
Things Are Possible,Ó John Michael Talbot. 

St. Martin of Tours to host 

John Michael Talbot 

 
"Art has a unique capacity to take one or 
other facet of the message and translate it 
into colors, shapes and sounds which 
nourish the intuition of those who look or 
listen. It does so without emptying the 
message itself of its transcendent value and 
its aura of mystery...How many sacred 
works have been composed through the 
centuries by people deeply imbued with the 
sense of the mystery! The faith of countless 
believers has been nourished by melodies 
flowing from the hearts of other believers, 
either introduced into the liturgy or used as 
an aid to dignified worship. In song, faith is 
experienced as vibrant joy, love, and 
confident expectation of the saving 
intervention of God."   
 
In his Easter Sunday 1999 "Letter to 
Artists", St. Pope John Paul II desired to 
open a dialogue with artists, including 
musicians, to highlight their necessary 
efforts to enhance the sense of beauty as a 
manner of participation in and 
proclamation of God. It was his hope, and 
remains our own, within our pastoral 
ministry of music, that through beauty we 
will recover a sense of awe and 
wonder.  Our music making as a work of 
art and thing of beauty, ministered in 
support of the faithful at worship "finding 
their voice," empowers all to respond to 
the universal call to holiness.  The beauty 
within our music ministry serves as a key to 
the mystery and call to transcendence. As 
we understand ourselves as artists through 
our service, we can begin to echo 
Dostoyevsky's sentiments when he wrote, 
"beauty will save the world."  

Fall Reflection 

By Father John Mack 

 
The Trinity Series 

 
Blessed Trinity Church will open its 2015-16 Trinity Concert Series on 
Sunday, October 18, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. with a performance of To Music by the 
Voc‡lis Chamber Choir, under the direction of James Burritt. The program 
expands on texts in tribute to music Ð its beauty, power, meaning, and 
emotion. Featured works include the music of Vaughan Williams, Britten, 
Billings, Purcell, Haydn, Schubert Ð and other surprises. Join Voc‡lis and 
Blessed Trinity as they celebrate the greatest of all art forms! 
 
The series continues on Sunday, December 6, 2015 at 3:00 p.m. when The 
Freudig Singers of WNY present Magnificant Pie. Under the direction of 
Roland E. Martin, the Freudig Singers offer audible as well as edible holiday 
confections. Highlighted will be Samuel ScheidtÕs Magnificat, which inserts 
German carols between portions of the text, as well as a delightful assortment 
of holiday favorites, old and new. Their very popular seasonal program 
concludes with their traditional post-concert pie reception. WeÕll save you a 
piece! 
 
Blessed Trinity is located at 317 Leroy Avenue, Buffalo. The Landmark 
Church is wheelchair accessible and has secured off-street parking. Additional 
information at www.blessedtrinitybuffalo.org or 716-832-2540. 
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As we near the end of September, many of us arrive at that point in time where we begin planning liturgical music for the 
Christmas season.  Last Christmas season, I had the pleasure of discovering a new choral work by the composer Arlen 
Clarke that proved to be very moving to both myself and my church choir, and I would like to recommend it to you this 
year.  The piece is called Christmas Hath a Darkness, and I promise you it is one of the most hauntingly beautiful Christmas 
choral pieces you will ever hear. 
 
Last year, my church choir from Our Lady of Pompeii collaborated with Nick DelBello's Blessed Trinity Church Choir 
and we presented two very late, last-chance Christmas concerts at each of our churches.   Christmas Hath a Darkness was 
sort of the big "joint" piece that both of the choirs sang together.  The piece calls for SATB voices, opt. descant,  and an 
organ accompaniment that can easily be adapted to piano if necessary.  As far as difficulty level, I would consider it to be 
moderately challenging, however at my parish this would be considered hard, mainly because on an average Sunday this 
would be impossible with my seven member Adult Choir.  I generally don't like reviewing obnoxiously hard music, but 
this being a Christmas piece, I know many of us are privileged to having stronger vocal forces for our Christmas 
Liturgies.   
 
The piece is structured basically as a three verse hymn, verse one - women or trebles in unison, verse two - SATB, verse 
three - SATB with opt. descant (and believe me, you DO NOT want to omit the descant).  Depending on how my choir 
roster looks this Christmas, I still may use the piece with small numbers, however I may have everyone sing the soprano 
in unison and hire a descant for verse 3 (shhh, don't tell the composer!). 
 
How to acquire the piece?  Christmas Hath a Darkness appears to be available only through St. James Music Press.  I was 
hoping that the piece could be bought separately, however I'm partly glad it's not.  This isn't the place to talk about St. 
James Music Press, but you know what it is, and you know of its tremendous value, so have your church get it if you 
don't already!  The website is www.sjmp.com 
 
Lastly, I want to point out that when I introduced this piece to my church choir, they had the same reaction as the 
Blessed Trinity Church choir, and perhaps even you are scratching your head at this idea that "Christmas has a 
DARKNESS"!  Read through the text - actually it's a beautiful poem by Christina Rossetti written around 1886.  You can 
easily GOOGLE the poem. 
 
Enjoy! 
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New Music Review - Christmas Hath a Darkness 

 

Calendar of Upcoming events 
 
Sunday, October 25, 2015- 5:00pm Ð Choral Festival, St. JosephÕs University Parish, Buffalo 
Friday, January 15, 2016- 6:30pm Ð CMG Dinner, Location TBA 
Tuesday, March 1, 2016- 7:00pm Ð Nick Del Bello presents Literature for Wind Instruments In the Liturgy, Our    
Lady Help of Christians Church, Cheektowaga 
Sunday, April 17, 2016- 4:00pm Ð Members’ Recital, St. BenedictÕs Church, Eggertsville  

                        



 

 

 


