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Practice Makes Perfect

Those who know me well are aware that | have to work haydrprayiygoas that instrunaerg not my firs
instrument of study in college. As a voice major, my piano training was only what was required to be
music teacher and my organ instruction was electiveNowadhatl have morphedrmisecond career, | wd
hard to find the time to practice.

AccordintheNPM Workbook; Job Description, Contracts and Salary, (revised edition by Virgil Funk
serious organists practice two hour per day. The suggestion is madesthat peéaldss/qust to preparéhior
basic hymns, depending on the skill development of the musiciaiT Imsgfirestidoes not even include
preparation of a choral anthem where you need to be so sure of the notes so you can catitidrthe pi
cantors, the NPM workbook states that a serious singer has to practice every day to mainfidieseusclg
guidelines offer the numsician a way of understanding what is needed for OmaintenarOE @f thiosel afds
our memberghivho work full time and whose church music ministry is secondary, it is certainly unders
time commitment is unrealistic. However, for those of you are work half or full time for the church, yo
to be aware of the time needkatte job.

The American Guild of Organists has several sugglest&leinGuidelines for the Work and Compens
the Church Musician.(2009) The AGOGatyall levels of training and ability, there are church musiciang
great amount ¢iime ad effort in maintaining siil$ knowledge in their fieldsmmde who spend a minimum
amount of time at thi$l@ organization has a work sheet fdingaitulach musicians saldtiesne category
for Omaintenance dirtigcie and repertoireO where one can assign the necessary number of hours to
criteria.

In my own situation | plan the liturgies at home, and practice at a nearby church so that | do not ha
my church of employmant(to experience a pipe organ). However, | read in the Archdiocese of Chical
church employees are not entitled to work at home. | wonder if | did all my work at church, where the
practicing and management of music volunteerspetezion siteE.perhaps that visibility would work in |
favor.

Bill Fay
Director, CMG
musicman08@verizon.net
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Spotlight on Board Member:

Lisa Gortzig

Our newest officer, Lisa Gortzig, is servingaesdheecretary. S
has hadvaried career in music ministry for 42 years.

She began at age 16 singing at St Francis Church in Ld
suggestion of her mother. Although she has a bachelor'
business, her success has been fouhdanarggreticularly sing
at funerals. She says that she inherited her voice from

grandmother, who studied with Caruso's voice teacher in Italymessage itself of its transcendent va

Organ study was accomplished under the direction of Jar
played at the West Seneca#ebddnited Church of Chrissa
remembers that Litt payed hdo $ng at a service at the
Seneca church.

Highlights of her career incAfdgears at Saint Martin'uth §
Buffalo, §earsat St Bernardsmd 1§earst Saint Gabriel'€lma.
Concurrent with her musical activitiemdnsad and has two a
sonsJason and Michael.

Thank you, Lisa, for your contribution to music ministry in th
of Buffalo.

The Trinity Series

Blessed Trinity Church will open its1BT%inity Concert Series
Sunday, OctolEs, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. with a performancewk by the
Vocitlis Chamber Choir, under the direction of James Burritt. Th
expands on texts in tribute to nBus& beauty, power, meaning,
emotion. Featured works include the music of Williginas) Britten
Billings, Purcell, Haydn, Schubarid other surprises. Join Vocili
Blessed Trinity as they celebrgtextfyeof all art forms!

The series continues on Sunday, December 6, 2015 at 3:00 p.n
Freudig Singers of WN¥sentiagnificant Pie. Under the direction
Roland E. Martin, the Freudig Singers offer audible as well as e
confections. Highlighted will be Samuel Sehgigis which insert
German carols between portions of the text, as detiyjagul assortmé
of holiday favorites, old and new. Their very popular season
concludes with their traditionatquostert pie reception. WeQll save
piece!

Blessed Trinity is located at 317 Leroy Avenue, Buffalo. The
Churt is wheelchair accessible and has sestueet! dfking. Additiof
information at www.blessedtrinitybuffalo.org-88Z4%40.

Fall Reflection

By Father John Mack

"Art has a unique capacity to take (
other facet of the message and trar
into colors, shapes and sounds

nourish the intuition of those who lot
listen. It does so without emptying

its aura of mystery...How many s
works have been composed throug
centuries by people deeply imbued w
sense of the mystery! The faith of co
believers has been nourished by m
flowing from the hearts of other belie
eithermtroduced into the liturgy or use
an aid to dignified worship. In song, f
experienced as vibrant joy, love,
confident expectation of the s;
intervention of God."

In his Easter Sunday 1999 "Lett:
Artists", St. Pope John Paul ilede®
open a dialogue with artists, incli
musicians, to highlight their nece
efforts to enhance the sense of beal
manner of participation in
proclamation of God. It was his hop:
remains our own, within our pas
ministry of nsic, that through beauty
will recover a sense of awe
wonder. Our music making as a wor
art and thing of beauty, ministere
support of the faithful at worship "fir
their voice," empowers all to respot
the universal call to holind$e beaut
within our music ministry serves as a
the mystery and call to transcenden
we understand ourselves as artists f
our service, we can begin to
Dostoyevsky's sentiments when he
"beauty will save the world."




New Music RevieWhristmas Hath a Darkness

As we near the end of September, many of us arrive at that point in time where we begin planning litt
Christmas season. Last Christmas season, | had tialisieaseniag a new choral work by the compos
Clarke that proved to be very moving to both myself and my church choir, and | would like to recom
year. The piece isecllhristmas Hath a Darkness, and | promise you it isafit@e most hauntingly beautiful Chri
choral pieces you will ever hear.

Lastyear, my church choir from Our Lady of Pompeii collaborated with Nick DelBello's Blessed Trin
and & presented two very lateclkemsice Christmas conatgach of our church€seistmas Hath a Darkness was
sort of the big "joint" piece that both of the choirs sang together. The piece calls for SATB voices, o
organ accompaniment that can easily be adapted to piano if fercasshiffcul\g level, | would consider it
moderately challenging, however at my parish this would be considered hard, mainly because on sl
would be impossible with my seven nfainligChoir. | generally don't like reviemmuxiously hard music,
this being a Christmas piece, | know many of us are privileged to having stronger vocal forces
Liturgies.

The piece is structured basically as a three verse hymiwoerse onérebles in unisense twe SATB, vers
three- SATB with opt. descant (and believe me, you DO NOT want to omit the descant). Depending
roster looks this Christmas, | still may use the piece with small numbers, however | may have every
in unison and hire a descant for verse 3 (shhh, don't tell the composer!).

How to acquire the pieCesimas Hath a Darkness appears to be available only through St. James Music F
hoping that the piece could be bought separately;m@aetierglad it's not. This isn't the place to talk ¢
James Music Press, but you know what it is, and you know of its tremendous value, so have your
don't already! The websitevis.sjmmxom

Lastly, | want to point out that when | introduced this piece to my church choir, they had the san
Blessed Trinity Church choir, and perhaps even you are scratching your head at tissmdsahése
DARKNESS"! Readhrough the textctually it's a beautiful poem by Christina Rossetti written around 18
easily GOOGLE the poem.

Enjoy!

Calendar of Upcoming events

Sunday, October 25, 2015- 5:00pm DChoral Festival, St. JosephOs University Parish, Buffalo
Friday, January 15, 2016- 6:30pm BCMG DinneiLocation TBA

Tuesday, March 1, 2016~ 7:00pm DNick Del Bello presa@miSature for Wind Instruments In the Liturgy, Our
Lady Help of Christians Church, Cheektowaga

Sunday, April 17, 2016- 4:00pm D Members’ Recital, St. BenedictOs Church, Eggertsville



Choral Music Festival

Ron Martin ~ conductor

Fctcr (Gonciarz ~ organist

Come join your fellow church musicians in this liturgical music event. Your afternoon will begin with a
rehearsal and clinic hosted by Ron Martin followed by a glorious concert. Music studied in the workshop
will be performed by the festival chorus in the concert along with a brass quintet performance directed by
Nick Del Bello. Music distributed may be kept by the singer following the festival.

Sunday, October 25%, 2015
St. So«wffl.,a W Poioh

| vcntl lace: | vcnt,ﬁchcdulc:

St. Joscph’s Univcrsity Parish 1:00 -~ 1:30 chistration
3269 Main Street 1:30 =430 Rehearsal
Buffalo, NY 14214 5:00 Concert

Thereisa $10 regjstration fee for this event. Music will be mailed upon rccciPt of registration form and

payment. T here are onlg 75 oPcnings for singers and thcy will be filled on a first come first served basis.

Reservation deadline is October 5th. Flease mail your registration form and payment to:

Marg Weimer
Please direct any additional qucstfons to: 5516 Morgan Hill Road
Marg Weimer at (585)59%-5290 or haissis@gahoo.com 5cio, NY 14880

i b Kt et Plcasc fillin information below and return with payment B

Namc:
Addrcss:

CMG Ogicc Usc
FPhone: o bk
5 Date Received e
Emall: Faymcnt Received e
Farish: Music Distributed oo




